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The brutal murder of  a British soldier on a busy street in London, carried out with knives 
and machetes in broad daylight, focused public attention in the UK (and also more broadly 
throughout the West) once more on the issue of  Islamic extremism and terrorism. As was 
soon discovered, the vicious attack in Woolwich on May 22 was not a random criminal act, 
but a precisely planned, cold-blooded act of  terrorism, motivated politically and religiously. 
The culprits turned out to be two radical Muslims, who had long been known to the police.
This brutal act of  terrorism in London (and the earlier no less shocking Boston marathon 
attack) came at a time when the U.S. administration had begun to proclaim the end of  the so 
called Long War against Islamic terrorism (which George Bush defined, perhaps more 
accurately, as a Global War on Terror, GWOT). At the same time, Western members of  
NATO involved in the ISAF operation in Afghanistan had entered into a period of  intense 
organizational, logistical and political activity, related to the withdrawal of  its forces from 
the Hindu Kush, in connection with the proposed end of  the mission in Afghanistan 
planned for December 31, 2014.

In the current issue of  the Pulaski Policy Papers” Senior Fellow at the Casimir Pulaski 
Foundation Mr. Tomasz Ot³owski analyses the developments in the global war on terror. 
“The Islamic terrorist movement, personified by and identified with Al-Qaeda, is now 
stronger than 12 years ago, when the United States initiated the war on terror in response to 
the attacks of  September 11, 2001. The announcement by the U.S. administration that it 
intended to terminate the war and return to fight the Islamist threat with anti-terrorist 
measures appears to be a misunderstanding.”

We encourage you to read the new issue of  the “Pulaski Policy Papers”!
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Tomasz Ot³owski, Senior Fellow

The brutal murder of  a British soldier on a busy street in London, carried out with knives 
and machetes in broad daylight, focused public attention in the UK (and also more broadly 
throughout the West) once more on the issue of  Islamic extremism and terrorism. As was 
soon discovered, the vicious attack in Woolwich on May 22 was not a random criminal act, 
but a precisely planned, cold-blooded act of  terrorism, motivated politically and religiously. 
The culprits turned out to be two radical Muslims, who had long been known to the police.
This brutal act of  terrorism in London (and the earlier no less shocking Boston marathon 
attack) came at a time when the U.S. administration had begun to proclaim the end of  the so 
called Long War against Islamic terrorism (which George Bush defined, perhaps more 
accurately, as a Global War on Terror, GWOT). At the same time, Western members of  
NATO involved in the ISAF operation in Afghanistan had entered into a period of  intense 
organizational, logistical and political activity, related to the withdrawal of  its forces from 
the Hindu Kush, in connection with the proposed end of  the mission in Afghanistan 
planned for December 31, 2014.
There is something symbolic in the coincidence of  these three seemingly disparate facts: 
a new wave of  Islamist terror is commencing in the West just as it is going to abandon its 
mission in Afghanistan. At the same time, Washington is preparing to withdraw rather than 
intensifying efforts in the fight against Islamism, as the current administration is stepping 
back and announcing the end of  a war it is apparently no longer willing to continue (let 
alone seeking to win it).
It is difficult to find any clearer, starker evidence of  the weakening of  a geopolitical power 
of  the West (understood here primarily as the transatlantic community, the alliance of  
Europe and North America). In less than a decade and a half  after the 9/11 attacks – by 
an enemy who, while motivated by an aggressive, implacable and dangerous ideology, lack 
territorial support or political power – the West has capitulated. Even if  this is not actual 
surrender, it does amount to the abandonment of  an open battle with the Islamist threat. 
Can the danger of  Islamic extremism be kept in check only by means of  police and counter-
terrorism activities? By giving up the possibility of  military action, is the West not assuming 
a defensive position, handing over the strategic initiative to the enemy?
There are no clear and easy answers to these questions, but one thing is certain: the 
international, global Sunni jihadist movement, personified by al-Qaeda, has never been as 
strong as it is today. Although at first glance this may sound somewhat implausible, there is 
a great deal of  supporting evidence for this proposition.

Errors and omissions of  the West

World Islamic structures have been strengthened due to a number of  serious strategic 
mistakes committed in the last decade, especially by the United States. The most serious of  
these errors was not completing the process of  stabilizing the situation in Afghanistan after 
2002. Americans ignored the remnants of  the Taliban and Al-Qaeda elements, which were 
hidden in the inaccessible Afghan-Pakistani border region. Within a couple of  years later 
these factions had started to take revenge, adversely affecting the situation in Afghanistan. 
This was especially true after 2003, when the United States devoted all its efforts to 
a completely different strategic front: Iraq, which quickly evolved into a military and 
geopolitical disaster. The unfavorable development of  this new war quickly drew all the 
attention in Washington away from what was happening in Afghanistan. Meanwhile, the 
Taliban, with the support of  Islamic extremists from al-Qaeda, quickly began to grow in 
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force.
Another mistake made by the U.S. was the disastrous management of  the Afghan 
operation, even after NATO and its ISAF had taken over the responsibility of  the mission. 
The examples of  mismanagement abound. Too few forces were assigned to fight in 
Afghanistan, and this mission was treated by many members of  the Alliance as one of  
stabilization rather than, as was actually the case, combat. Rather than strengthening 
security, too much emphasis was placed on the less pressing issues of  modernization and 
state-building activities. 

The new strategy and a new opportunity for Al-Qaeda

Islamic Sunni extremism, ideologically and organizationally linked to Al-Qaeda, has gained 
in momentum after 2011. There were two developments, which at first glance should have 
contributed to the defeat of  the Wahhabi concept of  radical Islam: the death of  Osama bin 
Laden, the founder and leader of  Al-Qaeda, and the outbreak of  revolution in the Arab 
world, described as the Arab Spring. These revolutions, at least in the very beginning, were 
to bring democracy and civil liberties to the people of  the Middle East and North Africa. 
Such a political strategy put these events far away from the jihadist program. 
Ultimately, none of  these events lived up to these hopes. The elimination of  bin Laden has 
not weakened the Sunni Islamist movement. Moreover, it has even made him a martyr of  
the “holy war” and an icon of  the jihadist movement. The new leadership of  Al-Qaeda – 
with Ayman az-Zawahiri as the leader – has in fact turned out to be even more dangerous to 
the West than Osama and the “old guard”. Az-Zawahiri turned away from bin Laden's 
strategic imperative to spread jihad in the West, instead favouring groundwork in the 
Muslim world, especially in the countries troubled by the revolts of  the Arab Spring. 
Islamists, working closely with Al-Qaeda, quickly took over the reins of  the revolution in 
Libya, Tunisia, Egypt, and more recently in Syria, increasing everywhere the impact and 
importance of  this flagship organization. In addition, Islamists, strengthened 
organizationally and militarily (thanks to the former Libyan army's huge arsenal of  
weapons), carried the flame of  a “holy war” to the area of  the Sahel (Mali, Niger), and Sub-
Saharan Africa (Nigeria).
Islamic extremism under the banner of  Al-Qaeda also steadily strengthened in other parts 
of  the world, including in East Africa, Central Asia, along with Afghanistan and Pakistan 
themselves. The ideology of  jihad has become more and more attractive also in the West 
itself, both among Muslim immigrants living there (or their descendants), as well as among 
native Europeans and Americans. There is a growing number of  converts, and their 
neophyte radicalism in Islam is often more dangerous than the extremism of  the native 
followers of  the Prophet.

Islamization of  the West vs. terrorism

This phenomenon appears in the long run as the biggest problem of  the West in the fight 
against Islamic extremism. The spiritual and religious desert that Western Europe has today 
become (along with much of  the U.S. as well) after decades of  hard libertarian moral 
revolution, rejecting and combating the Judeo-Christian roots of  the Western civilization, 
has slowly started to be filled by Islam.
The demographic factors all seem to point in one direction: an aging indigenous population 
caused by decreasing birthrates and increased life expectancy; high levels of  population 
growth among the Muslim immigrants. This is a dangerously explosive mixture: in such 
circumstances, the growth of  Islamic radicalism, with its religious and political extremism, 
is almost inevitable. In addition, the European model of  the welfare state is a thing of  the 
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past, along with its extensive, over-protective social system, generously financing 
immigrants with an almost carefree and prosperous (compared to their experiences with 
their home countries) life in Europe. The high birth rate among immigrants and their not 
integrated descendants also has a part to play, creating within a decade or two a multitude of  
unemployed, frustrated, mostly male, young people with no prospects. This toxic mixture 
of  frustration and exclusion makes them vulnerable to the appeal of  ideological and 
religious radicalization, which is presented by Islamist extremists as a simple and effective 
remedy for all earthly life concerns. In this fertile subsoil of  religious and socio-political 
radicalism, terrorism will inevitably flourish as the Islamists' most preferred means of  
fighting for the realization of  their strategic goals.
But before that happens, we may expect an exuberant growth in the activation of  jihadi 
“lone wolves”, who conduct terrorist attacks in the name of  their radical interpretation of  
religion. These people are not necessarily individual extremists, but might also be small 
groups operating “below the radar” of  the security forces. They are able to deliver the 
Islamist message of  terror more effectively than organized, complex cells of  
"professional" terrorist organizations. The more frequently this tactic is used, with a series 
of  small attacks, the more effective it will be. Just imagine a situation in which incidents 
similar to the Woolwich one occur in different parts of  Europe every few days. The desired 
terrorist propaganda and psychological effect of  such a situation would certainly be much 
larger than in the case of  one large bomb attack. Therefore, the immediate future of  
Islamic extremism and terrorism in the West would seem to be increasing use of  such “lone 
wolves”. In practice, they are impossible to detect prior to their criminal acts and will use 
a simple, even primitive, technology, which, combined with skillful use of  the media and 
propaganda, will ensure a basic psychological effect on the affected communities: fear, 
horror and shock.
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Conclusions

1. The Islamic terrorist movement, personified by and identified with Al-Qaeda, is now 
stronger than 12 years ago, when the United States initiated the war on terror in response to 
the attacks of  September 11, 2001. The announcement by the U.S. administration that it 
intended to terminate the war and return to fight the Islamist threat with anti-terrorist 
measures appears to be a misunderstanding.

2. The strategic errors committed in the past several years by the Americans, along with the 
course of  events, especially in the Middle East, which seem to favour Islamic extremists, 
have contributed to this state of  affairs. As a result, Al-Qaeda not only continues to exist 
and function, but has seized new areas and regions of  the world (sub-Saharan and Eastern 
Africa and Central Asia), as well as strengthened its organizational and ideological influence 
on the West. The viability and expansion of  Islamist ideology in the West is additionally 
favored by progressive secularization and the already irreversible, negative demographic 
trends.

3. The current model of  integration and assimilation of  Muslim immigrants in European 
countries has not worked. The concept of  multiculturalism as an ideological and 
philosophical basis for a model of  political, legal, administrative and socio-economic 
policies towards immigrants, applied by Western countries, has proved to be a pipe dream 
and ended up as a total fiasco. The whole system needs urgent and radical change, not only 
at the conceptual level, but also a practical one.

4. The approach of  societies and governments of  European countries to the fight against 
Islamic terrorism also requires changes. Here it is necessary, on the one hand, to call the 
enemy by its name; on the other hand, to abandon the above-mentioned, completely 
unrealistic 'multiculti' type of  theories. This strategy, dominant in the West (especially in 
Europe), according to which "we do not interfere with them, and they leave us alone," is 
inherently false and has no chance of  stopping the imminent, large-scale offensive of  
radical Islam against the West. It is worth keeping in mind that the ultimate strategic goal of  
Islamists is to convert the whole “known world” to the faith of  the Prophet.
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The Casimir Pulaski Foundation 

Pulaski Policy Papers 

is an independent think tank which specializes in foreign policy, with a mission to promote 
freedom, equality and democracy, as well as to support actions of  strengthening civil 
society. The foundation carries out activities both in Poland and abroad, among others in 
Central and Eastern Europe and in North America. 

The Casimir Pulaski Foundation was founded due to political changes that took place in 
Poland after 1989. The principal values of  Casimir Pulaski (freedom, justice and 
democracy) are an inspiration for every initiative undertaken by the Foundation. A few of  
the Foundations activities include: conducting scientific research, preparing publications 
and analyses, organizing seminaries and conferences, providing education and support for 
leaders (www.instytutprzywodztwa.pl).

The Foundation is the main organizer of  the Warsaw Regional NGOs Congress 
(www.warsawcongress.pl), the co-organizer of  the Academy of  Young Diplomats 
(www.diplomats.pl) and publisher of  the Communication Platform for 
Non-Governmental Organizations (www.non-gov.org). 

The Foundation also awards the Casimir Pulaski Prize “The Knight of  Freedom” to 
outstanding people who have made a significant contribution in promoting democracy. So 
far the prizewinners were: Professor W³adys³aw Bartoszewski, former Minister of  
Foreign Affairs of  Poland, historian Professor Norman Davies, Alaksandar 
Milinkiewicz, leader of  democratic opposition in Belarus, Lech Wa³êsa and Aleksander 
Kwaœniewski, former Presidents of  Poland as well as Javier Solana, former High 
Representative for Common Foreign and Security Policy, Valdas Adamkus, former 
President of  Lithuania, Bernard Kouchner, former Minister of  Foreign Affairs of  
France, and Richard Lugar, the United States Senator.

The Casimir Pulaski Foundation is one of  only two Polish institutions that have 
a partnership status with the Council of  Europe. More about Foundation at: 

are the analyses of  foreign policy, international economy and domestic politics issues, 
essential for Poland. The papers are published both in Polish and English. Researchers 
willing to publish their articles in the Pulaski Policy Papers are asked to contact the editorial 
office (office@pulaski.pl). If  you would like to receive new issues of  PPP please add your 
e-mail at www.pulaski.pl.

www.pulaski.pl. 
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