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Ukrainian Offensive Operations in 2022: 
Strategic Context, Capabilities, Risks 
and Likely Scenarios 
.  

Started on 24 February 2022, 
Russian invasion ended a 
“hybrid” period of armed 
aggression against Ukraine’s 
independence, democracy and 
policy of integration with EU 
and NATO. After five and a 
half  months of war, despite 
huge losses and early 
failures, Russia shows no 
intention to scale back its 
offensive operations. Although 
underequipped and constrained 
with deficit of resources, the 
Ukrainian army plans to regain all territories lost since 2014. That 
is why it is important to look at the likely scenarios of the war 
and assess what feasible Western actions can influence it in the 
near future. 

Strategic Context 

Russia: goals and achievements 

By the end of July 2022, Russia has not achieved any major alleged 
goal of the war: 

 Elimination of the regular Ukrainian army; 
 Control of the major Ukrainian cities: Kyiv, Kharkiv, Odesa, 

Dnipro, Zaporizhzhia; 
 Destruction or capture of the Ukrainian critical 

infrastructure: power generation (nuclear, except in 
Zaporizhzhia, and most thermal power plants), seaports (except 
Mariupol and Kherson), airfields, gas transportation system and 
major oil and gas wells; 

 Establishment of the pro-Russian central government; 
 Disintegration of Ukraine and annexation of the southern 

Ukrainian regions stretching from the proxy Donbas “republics” 
to the unrecognized Transnistrian enclave. 

If Ukraine matches Russia in the air 
power, air defence sphere and 

obtains short-range high precision 
strike capabilities (against terrain 
and sea targets), then Ukraine will 

be ready to begin offensive 
operation before Russia can gather 
and prepare the new offensive army 

formation. 
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At the same time, Russia faces challenges those likelihood was 
believed to be low before the war: 

 Heavy economic sanctions: arrested national reserves, gradual 
disconnection of the Russian banks from SWIFT, exclusion of 
Russian oil and gas from European market, ban on the import of 
the cutting edge technologies, exit of the western oilfield 
services companies; 

 Enhancing security and defence cooperation in the Euro-Atlantic 
area: planned enhancement of the US forces in Europe and 
accelerated re-arming of the Central European nations; 

 Eventual NATO enlargement after accession of Sweden and 
Finland; 

 Hostile neutrality of Turkey: closure of the Bosphorus and 
Dardanelles Straits, increased delivery of assault drones to 
Ukraine, establishment of humanitarian sea corridor for the 
Ukrainian exports; 

 Accelerated transition of the Ukrainian Armed Forces (UAF) to 
the NATO armament standards and expedited transfer of modern 
western weapon systems (artillery, air defence and anti-ship 
missiles) to Ukraine. 

To sum it up, Russia has troubles with quality and quantity of its 
most developed and valued military power instruments. Russian 
authorities have better chances to guide and control adaptation of 
the society to the incoming isolation and decline of general 
welfare. However, due to the course of the war they lack tools and 
certainty that they can achieve the results, which pay off all 
hardships. 

Ukraine: goals and achievements 

Since 24 February Ukraine surprised Russian and western allies with 
remarkable performance vis-à-vis the Armed Forces of Russian 
Federation (AFRF) by: 

 Breaking Russian plans to eliminate Ukrainian Air Force and 
anti-aircraft defence; 

 Forcing AFRF to retreat from the northern Ukraine after a 
failed attempt to take Kyiv; 

 Defeating Russian Navy in the northern Black Sea waters, 
retaking the Snake Island and achieving multilateral agreement 
about the international humanitarian corridor for the grain 
export from three ports of the Odesa region. 

Meanwhile, Ukraine faces serious threats to its near and long-term 
survival: 

 Determination of the Russian authorities to continue the war 
despite failures;  
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 Russian intentions to annex territories, seized after February 
24, which constitute 20% of the country (including Crimea and 
Donbas); 

 Lack of assets to protect the biggest cities and economic hubs 
(Kharkiv, Zaporizhzhia, Dnirpo, Mykolaiv, Odesa) from gradual 
destruction; 

 Vulnerability of the critical infrastructure to the Russian 
missile attacks; 

 Huge outflow of labour force to EU; 
 Growing poverty and economic burden of Internally displaced 

people (IDPs) relocation and adaptation; 
 Absence of plan for transition to the war time economy amid 

critical dependence of external financial support and debt 
relief, 

Right now Ukraine is entering the fourth and the worst economic 
crisis in the last thirteen years, which means very painful 
adaptation. However, despite loss of the territory the political 
leadership and the Ukrainian Armed Forces punched above their 
weight. Successful defensive operations produced paramount social 
confidence in victory and strong understanding of the necessary cost 
of the national survival. Russian war crimes played important role 
in persuading Ukrainian society that there are no good alternatives1 
to complete elimination of the Russian armies.  

Assessment of capabilities and losses 

Air power 

Russia still enjoys air and air-defence superiority on the tactical 
and operational level. Before February 24, according to foreign 2 
(domestic3) sources, UAF had 29 (60) ground attack aircrafts, 26 (48) 
heavy and 43 (72) light fighters. According to the Ukrainian defence 
experts, 4  before February 24 AFRF had a fleet of functioning 
warplanes: 131 interceptors, 193 ground attack aircrafts, 247 heavy 
and 64 light fighters, 127 modern and 296 Soviet-time light bombers, 
as well as 124 heavy bombers. According to the official Ukrainian 
military sources, 5 ARRF concentrated around 67% of the whole battle 
ready air fleet near the Ukrainian borders before the invasion. 
Russia lost around 20% of its total air battle fleet or 31% of 
planes prepared for invasion after the five months of war.  

Independent analysis6 of the Ukrainian air power losses shows that 36 
warplanes were destroyed which amounts to 37% of the conservative 
and 20% of the optimistic pre-war air power assessment. It means 
that Ukraine is more dependent of anti-aircraft assets to repel 
Russian attacks and has little chances to break Russian domination 
in the air even in one of the key theatres of the war (Kharkiv 
theater, Donetsk theater, Zaporizhzia theater, Kherson theater). 

Ground forces 
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Before 24 February, according to Ukrainian estimates, 7 Russia could 
form from 146 to 168 battalion tactical groups (BTGs), composed of 
infantry, tanks, artillery, airborne assault troops, Special Forces 
and Marines. In the beginning of invasion, AFRF moved 60 BTGs8 inside 
Ukraine. After beginning of Donbas offensive BTGs number increased 
to 769 in April and 10610 in May (or 170,000 troops11 without Russian 
proxies from occupied Donbas), although 50% of them Russia had to 
concentrate in Zaporizhzhia and Kherson regions to control and 
defend territories, seized in the first month of the war. 

Meanwhile, before the invasion UAF had around 204,000 battle ready 
troops (official 12  and expert 13  estimates). By June 2022, Ukraine 
defence forces included 110,000 of territorial defence units 14 
(auxiliary ground force) and mobilized around 300,000 persons, 
mostly veterans of 2014-2021 Donbas campaign and ex-conscripts. They 
are supported 15 by 90,000 National Guard forces (counter-subversion, 
rapid response to airborne assaults) and 60,000 Border Guard forces. 

Both Ukraine and Russia do not disclose their total losses. At the 
same time, they demonstrate different approaches to public 
evaluation of the casualties inflicted to adversary. From the very 
beginning, Russian MoD exaggerated 16 the Ukrainian losses (material 
and territorial) in order to impress both domestic and foreign 
audiences. The Ukrainian General Staff 17  tried to present verified 
data, although the reports were more optimistic than independent 
assessments.18 

By the end of July, US intelligence estimated19 unrecoverable Russian 
losses at 75,000 killed, wounded and missed in action, which 
constitute around 30% of the invasion armies, including two corps of 
the so-called “DNR/LNR”.  

According to the Ukrainian estimates, 20 AFRF has lost around 41,000 
KIA and 90,000 wounded. 21  It must be admitted that this figure is 
comparable to the size of the Russian proxy troops in the occupied 
Donbas 22  (approximately 35,000) before February 24. Considering the 
fact that the 50% of estimated total losses happened after Kremlin 
ordered offensive in Donbas (April12-14,  2022) it means that AFRF 
exhausted “local” human resources and have to rely only on the 
recruitment in Russia.    

On the other hand, the UAF suffered considerable losses too. 
According to the Ukrainian MoD, 23 the UAF lost approximately 50% of 
pre-war operational heavy weapons: 1,300 AFV-IFV-APC, 400 tanks (out 
of 800-900 before February 24),24 700 artillery systems. There are no 
accurate data about human losses but one can estimate them around 
30,000-32,000 thousand, which is 15% of the total pre-war combat 
ready the UAF potential, though only 5% of the whole defence forces 
that confronted Russian invasion since February. 

As of July 26, 2022, firepower and armour capabilities 25  of the 
ground forces of the Ukrainian Armed Forces (UAF) cannot match 
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respective capabilities of the Armed Forces of Russian Federation. 
Moreover, the Ukrainian long-range artillery is under transition to 
the NATO systems and munitions, 26 which limits its battle ready 
capacities and makes the UAF dependent on intensity of the western 
supplies and security of the supply routes and depos inside Ukraine. 
At the same time, AFRF are suffering from logistic and manpower 
issues, especially, deficit of the low and middle rank officers with 
relevant training and combat experience. 

Resources and risks 

Mass mobilization and the role of private military companies 

The Russian media, especially ultra-putinist outlets, demand to 
launch mass mobilisation campaign inside the country. They argue 
that significant increase of the ground forces will deliver a 
decisive victory in the eastern and southern Ukraine.  

However, there are few sources of manpower. The Russian opposition 
sources revealed that the Kremlin approved a concealed recruitment 
campaign focused on ex-servicemen and inmates, imprisoned for the 
heavy crimes. These two categories will become a backbone of the 
mercenary units, formed by the so-called “private military 
companies”, which are run and controlled by the Russian security 
services. 27  Mercenary units are described as better motivated and 
capable compared with the regular army. Although they can make 
difference on the tactical level, their numbers are insufficient to 
play decisive role in big offensive operations. 

In addition, Russian authorities are going to coerce as many 
conscripts as possible to sign the contracts with the army. 
Consequently, they will become eligible for service in the combat 
units in Ukraine. So far, analysis of the open Russian sources shows 
that recruitment campaign is failing in the regions that border 
Ukraine (Kursk, Voronezh, Rostov), in the Russian north-western 
areas, Ural industrial heartland, as well as in some Caucasus 
regions (Dagestan, Ingushetia). It shows that great casualties 
matter and a new fruitless offensive will make “special operation” 
unpopular among the potential recruits across the country. 

Supply of the western weapons. 

So far, Ukraine received 78,000 tonnes 28  of military equipment and 
munition from NATO countries. The biggest donors are USA,29 UK 30 and 
Poland. 31  Former economic partners of Russia like Germany, 32 Italy 33 
and France 34  are contributing to military assistance to Ukraine in 
response to the Russian attempts to seize Donbas.  

Russian pledges to continue the war until collapse of Ukraine. 
Massive war crimes 35 and violations of humanitarian agreements 36 can 
persuade members of G7, NATO and EU that only complete defeat of the 
Russian armies can change behaviour of the Kremlin. Therefore, in 



6 

Ukrainian Offensive Operations in 2022: Strategic Context, 
Capabilities, Risks and Likely Scenarios 

www.pulaski.pl |  facebook.com/FundacjaPulaskiego |  
twitter.com/FundPulaskiego  

the coming months it is highly likely that volumes and quality of 
the western military assistance will increase. 

Use of the weapons of mass destruction 

During five months of war, Russia used a number of WMD delivery 
means, specifically, short-range ballistic missiles (Iskander), 
intermediate range cruise missiles (X-101, 3M-54 Kalibr) and air-to-
surface cruise missiles (X-22, X-32)37 to hit military and civilian 
targets inside Ukraine. It means that the Russian military command 
can develop and report to Kremlin about the best delivery option for 
nuclear strike against Ukraine. It is likely that Russian leadership 
consider such move to coerce the western countries to stop weapons 
delivery to Ukraine (strike near Ukrainian western border) or 
eliminate key command & control centres (strike in the Central 
Ukraine or Kyiv). However, in both cases there are huge risks that 
Ukraine’s and western reaction will be opposite.  

Scenarios for offensive actions from both belligerents 

1. Russia is still capable to launch the third big offensive in the 
next three-four months. One scenario is immediate offensive toward 
one of the key cities with the help of the last battle 
ready/regrouped reserves. A better option is to wait until November-
December to use freshly trained conscripts and mercenaries, 
recruited between April and July, to form new 40 BTGs, merge them 
with 30-35 reserve BTGs and start several offensive operations in 
order to disguise major objective.  

2. Ukraine faces a difficult choice: by November, it will restore 
pre-war quantity of artillery and armour battle ready units due to 
mobilisation and re-training, which means that the UAF have good 
chances to repel new Russian offensive in the end of the year. Or it 
can risk with the last reserves (including Air Force) and partially 
retrained mobilised units merged with battle-hardened assault troops 
to defeat Russians in one the key theatres. 

As a result, there is a classic “prisoner dilemma” situation, when 
both belligerents can decide rationally to wait until the end of the 
year for enforcements but lose risky opportunity to defeat the enemy 
now. Both sides try to deceive the opponent. Russia is blackmailing 
with “annexation” of the occupied territories, using terrorist 
tactics against Ukrainian cities and threatening with WMD strikes. 
Meanwhile Ukraine demonstrates growing superiority due to increasing 
supplies of the sophisticated modern western weapons, including 
warplanes and long-range guided missiles (up to 300 km), and 
threatens to strike military targets inside the Russian territory. 

War theaters 

Kharkiv-Donbas (likely Ukrainian and Russian offensive) 

Kharkiv, the second largest Ukrainian city and vibrant economic 
centre before the war, in case of Russian offensive can repeat a 
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fate of Mariupol. Siege of Mariupol showed that around 4,000 
defenders could effectively resist up to 16,000 assault elite enemy 
troops with air and maritime fire support. In case of Kharkiv 
Russian offensive require to have concentrated up to 40,000 storming 
troops with half of air fleet to subdue any the UAF attempts to 
break the siege. At the same time, it is unlikely to achieve success 
if Ukrainian troops can counterattack from northwest and west of the 
city. 

For Ukraine, complete liberation of the Kharkiv region creates 
opportunities to force retreat of the Russian forces from Donbas. If 
successful, this offensive will destroy Kremlin’s ideological 
justification of the war and expose Putin’s personal responsibility 
for military defeat. 

Zaporizhzhia-Kherson (likely Ukrainian and Russian offensives)  

Since April Russian troops experience growing pressure from the 
Ukrainian counterattacks in the parts of Kherson region located on 
the right bank of the Dnipro river and resistance movement in steppe 
districts of Zaporizhzhia region around Melitopol. Almost 50 Russian 
BTGs are dispersed in two regions to protect “land bridge” between 
Russia and the occupied Crimea. However, it is not an easy target 
for UAF unless it concentrates majority of the western-supplied 
artillery and risks its best air force units to break Russian 
defence lines. 

Moreover, a threat to Crimea can give a boost to domestic 
mobilisation campaign in Russia, while the western allies could pull 
the strings to avoid “growing risk” of nuclear confrontation. In 
this case, Ukraine needs a kind of “blitzkrieg” operation hoping to 
provoke chaos inside Kremlin and coerce it to immediate ceasefire 
and peace talks. 

On the other hand, Russia could try to siege the city of 
Zaporizhzhia and target the city of Dnipro with long-range artillery 
bombardment. In both cases, the UAF will be joined by the trained, 
motivated and well-equipped local territorial defence units, which 
can effectively disrupt local logistics routes of Russians and turn 
every height, forest and village in the fortified strongholds. It is 
likely to result in another pyrrhic victory and forced retreat to 
pre-offensive positions. 

Western Ukraine-Belarus (likely Russian offensive) 

Although self-proclaimed president of Belarus Alexandr Lukashenka is 
at pains to avoid direct involvement in the war with Ukraine, he is 
completely dependent on Russian financial and security support. The 
only likely objective of the second invasion from Belarus is cutting 
transportation lines between Ukraine and Poland, which means 
abandoning Ukrainian plans of offensive in the south and Donbas. 

Conclusion 
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1. Although many external experts see current situation in Ukraine 
as approaching a stalemate and taking form of a “long war”, both 
Ukraine and Russia can choose between starting sudden offensive 
before September and preparing for offensive in the end of the year. 

2. Russia is becoming more isolated with deteriorating military 
might; Ukraine is struggling with dire economic and social 
consequences of invasion. Therefore, offensive of the Ukrainian 
Armed Forces is a breaking point when the victory brings huge 
benefits to Ukraine and allows to avoid social and economic 
troubles.   

3. The West, namely US together with other G7 and NATO members, 
plays crucial role in defining near future of the war. If Ukraine 
matches Russia in the air power, air defence sphere and obtains 
short-range high precision strike capabilities (against terrain and 
sea targets), then Ukraine will be ready to begin offensive 
operation before Russia can gather and prepare the new offensive 
army formation.  

4. In practical terms, it means that the end of war is achievable if 
the West accepts scenario of Russian defeat and speeds up supplies 
of all necessary material means (warplanes, armour, artillery, 
missiles) to Ukrainian Armed Forces. 

Authors: Petro Burkovskyi, Executive Director, Democratic 
Initiatives Foundation, Prof. Olexiy Haran, National University of 
Kyiv Mohyla Academy 

The Paper was prepared in cooperation with International Centre for 
Ukrainian Victory 

This paper  is based on the information accumulated from the 
Ukrainian, Russian and Western open sources with the help of machine 
learning tool “Semantrum”. It does not contain confidential 
information and reflects only views and analysis of the authors. 

  

                                                           
1 “How the War Changed the Way Ukrainians Think About Friends, Enemies, and the Country's Strategic 
Goals,” Democratic Initiatives Foundation, May 30, 2022, accessed August 9, 2022, 
https://dif.org.ua/en/article/how-the-war-changed-the-way-ukrainians-think-about-friends-enemies-and-the-
countrys-strategic-goals. 
2 “How the War Changed the Way Ukrainians Think About Friends, Enemies, and the Country's Strategic 
Goals,” Democratic Initiatives Foundation, May 30, 2022, accessed August 9, 2022, 
https://dif.org.ua/en/article/how-the-war-changed-the-way-ukrainians-think-about-friends-enemies-and-the-
countrys-strategic-goals. 
3 “How Ukraine develops its Armed Forces: Air Forces,” (in Ukrainian), Depo.ua, October 27, 2020, accessed 
August 9, 2022, https://www.depo.ua/ukr/war/yak-ukraina-rozbudovue-svoyu-armiyu-aviatsiya-
202010271235637. 
4 “How many warplanes does Russia have and what are perspectives of the Russian Air Forces,” (in Ukrainian), 
Defense Express, December 22, 2021, accessed August 9, 2022, https://defence-
ua.com/army_and_war/skilki_bojovih_litakiv_maje_rf_ta_jakimi_je_perspektivi_rosijskoji_vijskovoji_aviatsiji-
5654.html. 



9 

Ukrainian Offensive Operations in 2022: Strategic Context, 
Capabilities, Risks and Likely Scenarios 
 

www.pulaski.pl |  facebook.com/FundacjaPulaskiego |  
twitter.com/FundPulaskiego  

                                                                                                                                                                                     
5 “Losses of the Russian Air Forces in the war against Ukraine, Statement of the Press Secretary of the Ukrainian 
Air Forces,” (in Russian), NV.ua, accessed August 9, 2022, https://nv.ua/ukraine/events/poteri-rossiyskoy-
aviacii-v-voyne-protiv-ukrainy-press-sekretar-vozdushnyh-sil-vsu-video-50256679.html.   
6  “Attack On Europe: Documenting Ukrainian Equipment Losses During The 2022 Russian Invasion Of 
Ukraine,” Oryx,  accessed August 9, 2022, https://www.oryxspioenkop.com/2022/02/attack-on-europe-
documenting-ukrainian.html. 
7 “Arms Race. Russia has significantly reinforced its army, Ukraine has been increasing its military power too 
but slowly,” (in Ukrainian), Texty.org.ua, accessed August 9, 2022, 
https://texty.org.ua/articles/105028/pochynayuchy-z-2014-roku-rosiya-suttyevo-posylyly-svoyu-armiyu-
ukrayina-tezh-naroshuye-mic-ale-povilnishe/.  
8 “Two thirds of the available Russian BTGs are now in Ukraine, according to General Staff of Ukrainian Armed 
Forces,” (in Ukrainian), Radiosvoboda.org, February 24, 2022, accessed August 10, 2022, 
https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/news-rosija-dvi-tretyny-btg-genshtab/31721637.html. 
9 “RF concentrated 76 batallion tactical groups in the south and east of Ukraine, according to Pentagon,” (in 
Ukrainian), (Ukrinform.ua, April 18, 2022, https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-ato/3460955-rf-vze-stagnula-na-
shodi-j-pivdni-ukraini-76-bataljonnih-takticnih-grup-pentagon.html.  
10  “Russia deploys another battalion-tactical group to Ukraine,” Lb.ua, May 17, 2022, 
https://en.lb.ua/news/2022/05/17/14952_russia_deploys_another.html.  
11 “Ukrainian Armed Forces eliminated 17 battalion battle groups out of 90 it used in the war,” (in Ukrainian),  
Rubryka, May 24, 20222, accessed August 9, 2022, https://rubryka.com/2022/05/24/zsu-znyshhyly-17-btg-iz-90-
yaki-rosiya-zadiyala-u-vijni/. 
12 “White Book – 2018. Armed Forces of Ukraine,” (in Ukrainian), Ministry of Defence of Ukraine, accessed 
August 9, 2022, https://www.mil.gov.ua/content/files/whitebook/WB-2018.pdf. 
13 Mykola Bielieskov, “Arms Race. Russia has significantly reinforced its army, Ukraine has been increasing its 
military power too but slowly,” (in Ukrainian), Texty.org.ua, November 29, 2021, accessed August 9, 2022, 
https://texty.org.ua/articles/105028/pochynayuchy-z-2014-roku-rosiya-suttyevo-posylyly-svoyu-armiyu-
ukrayina-tezh-naroshuye-mic-ale-povilnishe/.  
14 “Ukrainian Territorial Defence Forces have 110,000 men,” (in Ukrainian), Ukrainskiy Militarnyy Portal, 
accessed August 10, 2022, https://mil.in.ua/uk/news/syly-teroborony-nalichuyut-110-tysyach-osib/. 
15 “Ministry of Defence counted fighters who defend Ukraine,”, (in Ukrainian), Bykvu.com, accessed August 10, 
2022, https://bykvu.com/ua/bukvy/u-minoborony-nazvaly-chyslo-biitsiv-iaki-zakhyshchaiut-ukrainu/. 
16 “Podmena mest slagaemykh. Kak Minoborony vret o pobedakh v Ukraine,” Proekt.media, accessed August 
10, 2022,   https://www.proekt.media/research/ofitsialnaya-statistika-minoborony/#mistake 
17 General Staff of Ukrainian Armed Forces (@GeneralStaffUA), https://twitter.com/GeneralStaffUA 
18 Attack On Europe: Documenting Ukrainian Equipment Losses During The 2022 Russian Invasion Of Ukraine 
– Oryx,  accessed August 9, 2022, https://www.oryxspioenkop.com/2022/02/attack-on-europe-documenting-
equipment.html. 
19 “US House members told that more than 75,000 Russians have been killed or wounded during war on 
Ukraine,” CNN, July 27, 2022, accessed August 10, 2022, https://edition.cnn.com/europe/live-news/russia-
ukraine-war-news-07-27-22/h_7f930501642d710cef0291784bc25dca.  
20 General Staff of Ukrainian Armed Forces (@GeneralStaffUA), “Total battlefield losses of enemy”, Tweet, 
July 30, 2022, https://twitter.com/GeneralStaffUA/status/1553270056469020672 
21 “Reznikov says that Russia lost 30,000 troops in Ukraine, more than 90,000 wounded,” (in Ukrainian), 
Bykvu.com, July 1, 2022, accessed August 10, 2022, https://bykvu.com/ua/bukvy/rosiiany-vtratyly-ponad-30-
tysiach-svoikh-soldat-v-ukraini-ponad-90-tysiach-poraneni-holova-minoborony/.  
22 “1100 Russian tanks and 330 warplanes are concentrated along the Ukrainian border,” Ukrinform.ua, July 2, 
2022, accessed August 10, 2022, https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-world/3055672-1100-rosijskih-tankiv-i-330-
bojovih-litakiv-uzdovz-kordonu-z-ukrainou.html. 
23 “Ukraine to U.S.Defense Industry: We Need Long-Range, Precision Weapons,”Nationaldefensemagazine.org, 
June 15, 2022, accessed August 10, 2022, https://www.nationaldefensemagazine.org/articles/2022/6/15/ukraine-
to-us-defense-industry-we-need-long-range-precision-weapons. 
24 Kyrylo Danylchenko, “Steel Cavalry. What tanks does Ukraine use in the battle,”–(in Ukrainian), BBC News 
Україна, February 7, 2021, , accessed August 10, 2022, https://www.bbc.com/ukrainian/features-55927664. 
25 Volodymyr Dacenko (@Volodymyr_D_), “Balance of power in war...,” Tweet, July 26,2022, , accessed 
August 10, 2022, https://twitter.com/Volodymyr_D_/status/1551964492606709767. 
26 “What is a real advantage of the Russian army firepower and artillery compared to the Ukrainian Armed 
Forces,” (in Ukrainian), Defense Express, June 12, 2022, accessed August 10, 2022,  https://defence-
ua.com/army_and_war/u_skilki_realno_armija_rf_perevazhaje_zsu_u_kilkosti_artileriji-7758.html. 

https://www.oryxspioenkop.com/2022/02/attack-on-europe-documenting-ukrainian.html
https://www.oryxspioenkop.com/2022/02/attack-on-europe-documenting-ukrainian.html
https://www.oryxspioenkop.com/2022/02/attack-on-europe-documenting-equipment.html
https://www.oryxspioenkop.com/2022/02/attack-on-europe-documenting-equipment.html
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-world/3055672-1100-rosijskih-tankiv-i-330-bojovih-litakiv-uzdovz-kordonu-z-ukrainou.html
https://www.ukrinform.ua/rubric-world/3055672-1100-rosijskih-tankiv-i-330-bojovih-litakiv-uzdovz-kordonu-z-ukrainou.html


10 

Ukrainian Offensive Operations in 2022: Strategic Context, 
Capabilities, Risks and Likely Scenarios 

www.pulaski.pl |  facebook.com/FundacjaPulaskiego |  
twitter.com/FundPulaskiego  

                                                                                                                                                                                     
27 “Second interview with ex-FSB serviceman about PMC, “Wagner”, “Vympel” and connections to subversion 
and terrorism in Ukraine,” Gulagu.net official –YouTube channel, premiered June 24, 2022, accessed August 10, 
2022, https://youtu.be/LytUYTB9HSY. 
28 Vivienne Machi, “Inside the multinational logistics cell coordinating military aid for Ukraine,” Defense News, 
July 21, 2022, https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2022/07/21/inside-the-multinational-logistics-cell-
coordinating-military-aid-for-ukraine/.  
29 “US announced new military aid package to Ukraine,” (in Ukrainian), Ukrainskiy Militarnyy Portal, July 23, 
2022, accessed August 10, 2022,  https://mil.in.ua/uk/news/ssha-ogolosyly-pro-novyj-paket-oboronnoyi-
dopomogy-ukrayini/. 
30 “UK will transfer dozens of drones and artillery systems to Ukraine,” (in Ukrainian), Ukrainskiy Militarnyy 
Portal, July 23, 2022, accessed August 10, 2022, https://mil.in.ua/uk/news/velyka-brytaniya-peredast-ukrayini-
desyatky-artylerijskyh-system-i-sotni-bezpilotnykiv/.  
31  “Duda told how many tanks and armoured vehicles Poland has transferred to Ukraine,” (in Ukrainian), 
Ukrainska Pravda, June 9, 2022, accessed August 10, 2022, 
https://www.pravda.com.ua/news/2022/06/9/7351403/. 
32 “Medium-range anti-aircraft systems IRIS-T SLM. What will Germany supply to Ukraine,” (in Ukrainian), 
Ukrainskiy Militarnyy Portal, July 13, 2022, accessed August 10, 2022, https://mil.in.ua/uk/news/zrk-serednoyi-
dalnosti-iris-t-slm-nimechchyna-oprylyudnyla-spysok-zbroyi-dlya-ukrayiny/. 
33 “Italy has sent another military aid package to Ukraine,” (in Ukrainian), Ukrainskiy Militarnyy Portal, July 31, 
2022, accessed August 10, 2022, https://mil.in.ua/uk/news/italiya-peredala-ukrayini-chergovyj-paket-
dopomogy/. 
34 “Ukraine will have new deliveries of self-propelled artillery systems CAESAR in the coming weeks,” (in 
Ukrainian), Ukrainskiy Militarnyy Portal, July 3, 2022, accessed August 10, 2022, 
https://mil.in.ua/uk/news/ukrayina-otrymaye-novu-partiyu-sau-caesar-najblyzhchymy-tyzhnyamy/. 
35 “Satellite images have emerged from the site of the killing of prisoners in Olenivka,”Ukrainska Pravda, July 
31, 2022, accessed August 10, 2022, https://www.pravda.com.ua/eng/news/2022/07/31/7361172/. 
36 “Russia hits key port of Odesa in missile strike after grain deal with Ukraine,” Lemonde.fr, updated on July 
24, 2022, https://www.lemonde.fr/en/international/article/2022/07/23/russia-hits-key-port-of-odesa-in-missile-
striker-after-grain-deal-with-ukraine_5991161_4.html. 
37 “What is the difference between missiles Х-22 and Х-32 that Russians launched to hit Kremenchuk and 
Serhiivka,” (in Ukrainian), Defense Express, July 13, 2022, https://defence-
ua.com/weapon_and_tech/chim_vidriznjajutsja_mizh_soboju_raketi_h_22_ta_h_32_jakimi_rashisti_bili_po_kre
menchuku_ta_sergijivtsi-8135.html. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2022/07/21/inside-the-multinational-logistics-cell-coordinating-military-aid-for-ukraine/
https://www.defensenews.com/global/europe/2022/07/21/inside-the-multinational-logistics-cell-coordinating-military-aid-for-ukraine/
https://mil.in.ua/uk/news/velyka-brytaniya-peredast-ukrayini-desyatky-artylerijskyh-system-i-sotni-bezpilotnykiv/
https://mil.in.ua/uk/news/velyka-brytaniya-peredast-ukrayini-desyatky-artylerijskyh-system-i-sotni-bezpilotnykiv/
https://defence-ua.com/weapon_and_tech/chim_vidriznjajutsja_mizh_soboju_raketi_h_22_ta_h_32_jakimi_rashisti_bili_po_kremenchuku_ta_sergijivtsi-8135.html
https://defence-ua.com/weapon_and_tech/chim_vidriznjajutsja_mizh_soboju_raketi_h_22_ta_h_32_jakimi_rashisti_bili_po_kremenchuku_ta_sergijivtsi-8135.html
https://defence-ua.com/weapon_and_tech/chim_vidriznjajutsja_mizh_soboju_raketi_h_22_ta_h_32_jakimi_rashisti_bili_po_kremenchuku_ta_sergijivtsi-8135.html


11 

Ukrainian Offensive Operations in 2022: Strategic Context, 
Capabilities, Risks and Likely Scenarios 
 

www.pulaski.pl |  facebook.com/FundacjaPulaskiego |  
twitter.com/FundPulaskiego  

                                                                                                                                                                                     
 

 

 

 

 

 

The Casimir Pulaski Foundation is an independent, non-

partisan think-tank specialising in foreign policy and international 

security. The Pulaski Foundation provides analyses that describe and 

explain international developments, identify trends in international 

environment, and contain possible recommendations and solutions for 

government decision makers and private sector managers to implement. 

The Foundation concentrates its research on two subjects: 

transatlantic relations and Russia and the post-Soviet sphere. It 

focuses primarily on security, both in traditional and non-military 

dimensions, as well as political changes and economic trends that 

may have consequences for Poland and the European Union. The Casimir 

Pulaski Foundation is composed of over 40 experts from various 

fields. It publishes the Pulaski Policy Papers, the Pulaski Report, 

and the Pulaski Viewpoint. The Foundation also publishes “Informator 

Pułaskiego,” a summary of upcoming conferences and seminars on 

international policy. The Foundation experts cooperate with media on 

a regular basis. Once a year, the Casimir Pulaski Foundation gives 

the Knight of Freedom Award to an outstanding person who has 

promoted the values represented by General Casimir Pulaski: freedom, 

justice, and democracy. Prize winners include: Professor Władysław 

Bartoszewski, Professor Norman Davies, Alaksandar Milinkiewicz, 

President Lech Wałęsa, President Aleksander Kwaśniewski, President 

Valdas Adamkus, Bernard Kouchner, Richard Lugar, president Vaira 

Vīķe-Freiberga, president Mikheil Saakashvili, Radosław Sikorski, 

Carl Bildt, president Toomas Hendrik Ilves, Michaił Chodorkowski, 

president Mary Robinson, Anders Fogh Rasmussen, president Dalia 

Grybauskaitė, as well as Thorbjørn Jagland and Aleksiej Navalny. The 

Casimir Pulaski Foundation has a partnership status with the Council 



12 

Ukrainian Offensive Operations in 2022: Strategic Context, 
Capabilities, Risks and Likely Scenarios 

www.pulaski.pl |  facebook.com/FundacjaPulaskiego |  
twitter.com/FundPulaskiego  

                                                                                                                                                                                     
of Europe and is a member of the Group Abroad, an association of 

Polish non-governmental organizations involved in 

international cooperation. 

www.pulaski.pl 


	Ukrainian Offensive Operations in 2022: Strategic Context, Capabilities, Risks and Likely Scenarios
	.

